
 

 

 
 

April 23, 2018 

 

The Honorable Phil Roe    The Honorable Tim Walz 

Chairman, Committee on Veterans' Affairs   Ranking Member,  

United States House of Representatives   Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

335 Cannon House Office Building   United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515    333 Cannon House Office Building 

       Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Roe and Ranking Member Walz:  

 

The undersigned national organizations are writing to strongly endorse the “VA Medicinal 

Cannabis Research Act of 2018.” We applaud your initiative, and that of your House co-

sponsors, to facilitate objective research on both the potential therapeutic efficacy and risk for 

adverse effects of marijuana and its constituent compounds in the treatment of pain, PTSD and 

other health conditions common in the veteran population.  

 

Understanding the characteristics of a broad range of marijuana products, including 

understanding the impact of variation in potency (i.e., amount of tetrahydrocannabinol in the 

plant), concentration of other components (e.g., cannabidiol) and route of administration, will 

be critical for evaluating the health effects of marijuana use.  Rigorous research into the 

potential therapeutic benefits and public health consequences of marijuana use will lead to 

more refined cannabinoid medication development through identification of target chemical 

constituents associated with unique behavioral or physiological effects.    

 

The National Institutes of Health recently convened a Neuroscience Research Summit on 

Marijuana and Cannabinoids to address the growing need to understand the basic 

pharmacology and potential therapeutic benefits of cannabinoids, as well as their deleterious 

effects.  Information from that Summit complemented the findings of a report published last 

year by the National Academy of Medicine entitled “Health Effects of Marijuana: An 

Evidence Review and Research Agenda.” Your bill will serve one of the principal 

recommendations of that report by supporting clinical evaluation of the risk/benefit of 

cannabis through the research agenda of the VA. 

 

Thank you again for introducing the “VA Medicinal Cannabis Research Act of 2018”. Our 

organizations represent a range of scientific, professional, and patient provider and advocacy 

groups, which may differ on policies related to the legal status of marijuana, but are united in 

their support of scientific research. We are eager to assist in any way we can as this bill 

receives further consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

American Academy of Neurology 

American Brain Coalition 

American College of Neuropsychopharmacology 

American Psychological Association 

American Society of Addiction Medicine 

American Society of Clinical Psychopharmacology 

Aspen Brain Institute 

Bridge the Gap - SYNGAP Education and Research Foundation  

College on Problems of Drug Dependence  

Federation of Associations in Behavioral and Brain Sciences  

 
 

William L. Dewey 

Friends of NIDA 

Post Office Box 980613 

Richmond, VA 23298-0613 
wdewey@vcu.edu 

804.827.0375 

 

Board of Scientific Advisors 

Dr. Peter Bourne 

Dr. Robert DuPont 

Dr. Loretta Finnegan 
Dr. Jerome Jaffe 

Hon. Patrick Kennedy 

Dr. Herbert Kleber 

Dr. Alan Leshner 

Dr. Bertha Madras  

Gen. Barry McCaffrey, USA (Ret.) 

Dr. A. Thomas McLellan 

Dr. Kevin A. Sabet 
Dr. Charles O’Brien 

 

 

Executive Committee 

William Dewey (Chair) 

College on Problems of  

Drug Dependence 

Marie Dyak 
Entertainment Industries  

Council, Inc. 

Gabrielle de la Gueronniere 

Legal Action Center 

Penny Mills 

American Society of  

Addiction Medicine 

Robert Morrison 

National Association of State 

Alcohol/Drug Abuse Directors 

Geoffrey Mumford 

American Psychological 

Association 

Charles O’Keeffe 

Virginia Commonwealth  
University 

Andrew Kessler 

Slingshot Solutions 

Richard Rosenthal 

American Academy of  

Addiction Psychiatry 

Marcia Lee Taylor 

Partnership for a  
Drug-free America 

Sue Thau 

Community Anti-Drug  

Coalitions of America 

Frank J. Vocci 

Friends Research  

Institute, Inc. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1184Oj1hfS9Kh7CPy_cpC7svZbWbJIqOD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1184Oj1hfS9Kh7CPy_cpC7svZbWbJIqOD/view?usp=sharing
https://d14rmgtrwzf5a.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/briefmjsummitmeetingsummary.pdf
https://d14rmgtrwzf5a.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/briefmjsummitmeetingsummary.pdf
https://d14rmgtrwzf5a.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/briefmjsummitmeetingsummary.pdf
https://d14rmgtrwzf5a.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/briefmjsummitmeetingsummary.pdf
https://d14rmgtrwzf5a.cloudfront.net/sites/default/files/briefmjsummitmeetingsummary.pdf
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmra1402309
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmra1402309
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmra1402309
http://nationalacademies.org/hmd/Activities/PublicHealth/MarijuanaHealthEffects.aspx
http://nationalacademies.org/hmd/Reports/2017/health-effects-of-cannabis-and-cannabinoids.aspx
http://nationalacademies.org/hmd/Reports/2017/health-effects-of-cannabis-and-cannabinoids.aspx
http://nationalacademies.org/hmd/Activities/PublicHealth/MarijuanaHealthEffects.aspx


Friends of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism  

Friends of the National Institute on Drug Abuse 

International Essential Tremor Foundation 

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America 

MdDS Balance Disorder Foundation 

Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation 

Patrick Risha CTE Awareness Foundation 

Research Society on Alcoholism 

The Veterans Health Council of Vietnam Veterans of America 

 

 


